[bookmark: _GoBack]High Bank Junior Infant and Nursery School
Phonics and Reading
[image: School_logo_1]
At High Bank School, we aim to develop the full potential of all our children as confident, literate readers and writers.  To do this it is important that children have a secure understanding of the English language and of letters and sounds.
A programme of systematic phonics is implemented from Early Years and extends into Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  This includes the teaching of Jolly Phonics, Letters and Sounds, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar.  Through our robust monitoring and assessment we are able to identify children who are not making expected progress, it is then that intervention groups are established to support the progress of all children.
At High Bank School we have introduced ‘The Power of Reading’ which we feel is essential to create a love of reading as well as to raise and improve reading and writing standards.  The project aims to enhance teachers’ and children’s pleasure in reading and raise children’s achievement though developing teacher’s knowledge of literature and its use in the primary classroom.  
We do not adhere to one particular reading scheme but tailor the choice of book to the child’s individual needs and interests.  The main core of our reading programme is Oxford Reading Tree but this is well supplemented by other material to ensure a variety of engaging texts are available to all children.  This includes books, comics, magazines and e-books.
To encourage a passion for reading in our school, one of our favourite authors, Conrad Burdekin, is our Patron of Reading.  He spends time in school and we enjoy sending him our poems, stories and book reviews.  
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